PRAY THAT CHRIST WILL BE PROCLAIMEDPRIVATE 

Text: Colossians 4:2-6

Readings:  Colossians 1:3-13; HC Q’s 116-118
Theme: We must pray that Christ will be proclaimed in preaching and in our personal witness as Christians. 
Purpose: To urge you to pray for the preaching of Christ and to make the most of every opportunity to witness.

It is common in our meals at home to begin and end with prayer. We also do this in our worship services, and in our Bible studies, and in our session meetings. 

This is right and fitting because we want to thank God for his many blessings to us, and to pray for his help and guidance in what we are doing. 

The apostle Paul begins and ends this letter with prayer.

He opens in chapter 1 with a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the faith, love and hope evident in the lives of these Christians (v 3ff) and he prays for their spiritual growth and wellbeing (v 9-12).
And as he comes to the close of this letter he asks them to pray for him, and those with him in Rome, that God would open a door for the word about Christ. 
And he wants them to speak about Jesus in a wise and gracious manner. 

As we look at these verses we will see that we must pray that Christ will be proclaimed in the preaching of his word and in our personal witness as Christians.
We need to pray ourselves, and for the preaching of Christ, and for opportunities to witness.

1. PRAY YOURSELF, v 2
a. “Continue steadfastly in prayer” (ESV);

"Devote yourselves to prayer" (NIV). 

JB Philips: "Always maintain the habit of prayer".

Sometimes we grow weary in prayer because God doesn’t seem to hear us; we don’t get an answer, so we give up (Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8). 
But Paul urges us not to give up; rather, persist in prayer and keep at it.

Prayer is an open communication with God. It ought to be spontaneous, a natural reflex and an automatic reaction. “Continue steadfastly in prayer”.

b."Being watchful in it" (ESV).
Our problem is that we are not constant or alert or watchful in prayer. 
This is one of our great failings and weaknesses in the Christian life, so we need to watch ourselves.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus was with his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane. He asked them to keep watch with him. 
He went on further and prayed to his Father in heaven. When he returned he found them all fast asleep. 
He said, “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak” (Matt 26:41).

We are the same as those disciples. We too need to keep watch so that we are not slack, or sleepy, or distracted, but rather that we are awake, watching and praying!

Guard against prayers that are mechanical and full of meaningless repetition. 
Guard against prayers that are cold and lifeless, or that are well-worn phrases that you say out of habit but without thinking. Be watchful in prayer. 
c. And pray “with thanksgiving”. Thankfulness is one of the themes of this letter; it comes up again and again. 
If we are devoted to prayer we will be thankful because we will have our eyes open to God's goodness.

A prayerful life will be a thankful life. 

A habit of prayer will produce a habit of thanksgiving.

Our prayers must be full of thanksgiving to God. 
Let’s “continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.”
2. PRAY FOR PREACHERS, v 3-4, “At the same time, pray also for us...”

a. Paul asked them to pray for him and those who were with him. In the conclusion of this letter he will mention those who were with him in Rome – Tychicus, Onesimus, Aristarchus and Mark and Justus, Epaphras, Luke and Demas. All of them needed the prayers of God’s people.

Pastors and preachers and elders and deacons also need your prayers. You might think that the leaders of the church are always on a spiritual high, always positive and on top of things. Not so!

Pray for us because we too are human, just like you. We too are tempted to doubt and to despondency and to all the sins common to humanity. "Pray also for us".

b. But Paul had a specific request: pray "that God may open to us a door for the word." 
For many years Paul had been preaching the word as he travelled around the Roman Empire in three missionary journeys. 

Now he was in Rome, the capital of the Empire, under house arrest. He did not ask for release from prison but rather than God would open up the minds and hearts of people to respond to the gospel. He wanted opportunities to preach and speak the word about Jesus.

Acts 16 records Paul preaching to women in Philippi. 
We read about Lydia that "the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message". This is what Paul prayed for, and what we need to pray for in our towns and workplaces and schools - pray that God may open a door for the word, the word of life, the word about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the word that offers eternal life to all who believe in him.
Pray that God would open a door for the preaching of the good news about Jesus. 

Pray for our minister and all preachers.

Pray that God may open a door for the word in our town and city and region and country; pray that God will open doors all through the world.

c. Paul wanted “to declare the mystery of Christ”.
“The mystery” refers to the message of salvation in Christ that was hidden in OT times but was being proclaimed by the apostles. 
Paul had been declaring this mystery of Christ for many years. 
He also wrote many letters about the greatness, supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus. 

The main message of this letter is the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ and this is the theme of Paul’s preaching.
He wanted to "declare" this message about Jesus, that is, to proclaim it, to put it up for display. 

He wanted to “make it clear, which is how I ought to speak” (v 4). 
This is a vital aspect of preaching – that the message be clear and plain, not obscure and confusing.

This is why students for the ministry in our churches spend 4 years in theological training and then another year in a vicariate so that they may be taught to make the word of God clear, preaching the mystery of Christ. 

Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome; "How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?"  (Romans 10:14ff).
Preaching is still important today because it is the primary means that God uses to bring people to salvation. 
Certainly we all have a task to speak about Jesus, as we’ll see in a moment, but preaching is the great task and privilege of ministers of the gospel – to preach the word!

One implication of this is that we should invite people to hear the preaching of the word. Invite people to come to the services because God can and does use preaching to convert people. 
Many people today are confused and searching and seeking – they need to hear the preaching of the gospel!

1. Pray that you will “continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.”

2. Pray for preachers that the Lord would open a door for the word to declare the mystery of Christ. 
3. And PRAY FOR YOUR WITNESS, v 5
a. Pray for wisdom. v 5a - "Conduct yourselves wisely towards outsiders.” 
“Outsiders” are those who are outside of the church, those who do not believe in Jesus. Literally Paul wrote, "Walk in wisdom towards the ones outside".
Wise living is guided by the Scriptures. We need to take the truth of the Bible and apply it to our lives. 

Paul has written about this already regarding our conduct in marriage, family and work; how you live in these areas is part of your witness about Christ. (Col 3:18-4:1)
We need to be thinking about this all the time; about our actions and reactions and conduct and conversations so that we are a good example to those around us.

The letter of James is the NT letter of wisdom. James wrote, "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere" (3:17)

We need to be wise in our witness. This does not mean we should be weak. You might be tempted to use this command as an excuse for being overly cautious, too retiring in your evangelism. 
b. This is balanced by next phrase which calls us to make “the best use of the time.” (v 5b)
As you go about your work and family life, and as you play sport and interact with your neighbours you need to be “making the best use of the time.”
Lit: "Redeeming the time" or "Buying up the time". 
NIV: "make the most of every opportunity"

If you are at Farmers or Mitre 10 and you see a great bargain you don't go home and think about it for a week; no, you seize the opportunity and you buy it! You do that then and there!
We ought to do the same in our neighbourhoods and workplaces and schools. The way you live your life, and the things you do and say will create opportunities for witness. These opportunities will come up at different times and places. Make the most of them.
We can't force the gospel on people who are unwilling to listen, but we can be ready and alert and look out for openings and use them then and there. 
There is some urgency about this. Time is running out. God is patient, "not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (2 Pet 3:9). So he is waiting but he won't wait forever. "Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed" (Rom 13:11). 
So Paul urges you to respond to the gospel; “I tell you, now is the time of God's favour, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor 6:2). You need to respond to the call of the Lord Jesus, and your workmates must respond, and your neighbours, and fellow students at school. 
Pray for wisdom, and for opportunities, and...

c. Pray for the right words, v 6.
i. Sometimes in our conversations with non Christians we can be superior and critical, argumentative and abrasive. Paul warns us against this; “Let your speech always be gracious”.

Is your conversation full of grace? How do you speak to your wife, your husband, your children, your parents, your boss, your employees, your friends?

Do you speak kindly to others? Are you gracious?
ii. Being gracious does not mean being boring. Our conversation ought to be "seasoned with salt". 
There are two ways to take this:

Salt was a preservative which prevented things from going rotten. So speech “seasoned with salt” will be wholesome and good for others. 
Is your speech pure and holy, right and good?

Is your speech honouring to God and helpful and up building for others?

Salt was also a seasoning which added flavour & taste.

This should be true of our conversation as well. 
Being wholesome is not the same as being boring. 
Our speech and conversation ought to be interesting, lively and colourful. 
This should be especially so when we speak about our faith; we need to do this in a way than sparks interest rather than sending people to sleep, that is joyful rather than being dull!
iii. If your speech is gracious and seasoned with salt you will "know how you ought to answer each person."

As you pray, and live godly and holy lives people will notice, and they will ask questions, and you need to be ready with an answer. 
Not a 'smart' answer, but one that is going to point them to the Lord Jesus, to life, to hope and to eternity.

The apostle Peter wrote, "Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have, yet do this with gentleness and respect" (1 Pet 3:15).
We begin and end our church services with prayer,

and we begin and end our meals with prayer.

Let’s also begin and end each day with the prayer that God will open up opportunities for us to speak to others about the Lord Jesus.

"Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it, with thanksgiving"; 

and pray for preachers of the gospel that God may open to us a door for the word;

and pray for your own witness as a Christian that God will give you wisdom and grace so that you may know how to answer each person. 

Amen

Suggested Psalms and Hymns:

Psalm 66 – Come everyone...

Psalm 71 – In you O Lord I put my trust

What a friend we have in Jesus

Lord speak to me that I may speak

Christ for the world we sing
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